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The E piftle Dedicatory. 


dulgence. 4 hi biin Pd th Ho- 
nout of: Your Paticnbe, in il De- 
livery, and Your Join. Com- 
mands, for Its Publication. | 


Weighty' dh af. _— ” 
clanty lad, 10 115 
Dignity : 7. /o Neceſſary 
to be Thoroughty Underftood,” at a 
Time hen the Confederate 
Adverſaries of Our Church, 
Preſume as much to Found Do- 
minion in Conſcience, , They 
did formerly in Grace: when 
They. not only Pleat the R liberty 
A the Poa 10 Reſiſt and 

Quench 


7 


Tue he E Pittle I De icarory: 


Quench the Other. but by counte- I 
aaucing a Form of Godlineſs, 
Deny the Power thereof, and 
Deſtroy the very Subſtance of 
Religion, under a Specious Ap- 

| ge af mm 14. 


But whinever Suce f, my FM 
| * vours iu thus Matter, may meet 
with, it i the Peculiar Happi- 
neſs, and Advantage of the 
Church of England, that it can 
yet, notmithſtanding all Oppo- 
fition, Glory in fo many Un- 
blemith d Patriots, and Un- 
daunted Champions For” the 
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Ahe Epiſtle Dedicarory. 


Support. , ita Conſtitution 
whoſe Lives are the Beſt Illuſtra- 
tions of its Doctrines; whoſe 
Merits are Great and. Con- 
ſpicuouszatheir F ortunes;whoſe 
Conſcience:s. as Unſullied: as 
their Honour ; and who, by the 
Juſtice, and Regularity of Their 
Principles, and Actions, have 
Compleated the Character of a 
True Chriſtian, ag meas That 
of an Accompliſh d Gentleman 
OQJU e n „0 
Mere the gin Bam ples 
2 give io Mankind, bs: 5 — 
my W by: Al 'Rorſous 'of #8 
: ſame 


© The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


fame Rank, and Condition, 
neither Our Church, or State, 
wou d have Reaſon to Fear any 
Danger from its Avow'd Ene- 
mies, or Pretended Friends: 
and that You may Live long to 
Controul, and Fruſtrate the 
Deſigns of Both, 1c the Hearty 


GENTLEMEN. 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 


HENRY SACHEVERELL. 
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THE | 


Nature, Obligation, and Meaſures 
OF 
CONSCIENCE. 


— 


Acts xxiii. I. 


Aud Paul earne/tly beholding the Council, ſaid, 
e Men and Brethren, I have liv'd in all Good 
CoNSCIENCE, before God, until this Day. 


HESE Words are as twere a ſhort 
Hiſtory, and compendious Character 
of the Life of That Great Apoſtle 

St. Paul; and of the Upright and Sincere 
Conſcience, that Adorn'd every Action in it. 
This was his Efficacious and Triumphant Ar- 


gument, which he ſo Boldly urges in his Vin- 
dication ; that he was Able to 2% upon his 


Integrity, and appeal for its Proof to a Tryal 
before Gop, the Searcher of all Hearts, and 
the whole World, the viſible Witnefles of his 
Practice; that He had kept a Conſcience void of 

A Offence, 


2 The Nature, Obligation, and 


Offence, towards God, and towards Men. 
Twas This that Fortify'd him with ſuch a 
Manly Spirit, and Unſhaken Courage, to Out- 
face all the malicious Accufations of his in- 
ſidious Perſecntors, to Bear up with a fteady 
Cheartulneſs againſt the many Miſeries and 
Diſaſters of a troubleſome Life, and put to 
Silence the Reproaches of his moſt implacable 
Enemies. When we ſee him Arrazen'd be- 
fore the inſulting , from whom he cou 'd 
as little expect 7u/7ice, as Mercy, how did This 
Aſtoniſh Felix, that Luſtful and Covetous Ma- 
giſtrate, who thought to have Condemn'd him, 
and made the {jrighted Judge Tremble, in- 
ſtead of his Suppos' d Criminal? Such is the 
Power of a pure and unblemiſh/d* Conſcience ; 
it caſts a diſtinguiſhing Luſtre, and amiable 
Regard upon its Poſſeſſor, can digni/y Chains 
and Fetters, turn a Priſon into a Palace, ren- 
der Poveriy, and even Diſgrace, Honourable, 
and command Reverence and ESeem from its 
moſt malignant Adver/aries. To obtain and 
preſerve which 1nyaluable Blefling, no Difficul- 
ties or Labours can be ſo Painful, no Dangers 
or Diſtreſſes ſo Afflicting, no Suffering or Death 
ſo Sharp and Bitter, but what it will Suſtain, 
Alleviate, and moſt amply Reward. 
The niceſt and moſt important Enquiry, that 
the 1 can be imply d in, both for its In- 
prove- 


— — — | 
e Meaſures of: CONSCIENCE. 2 | 
provement and Satigfaction, is a uit Search 
into its n State and Nature, whereby it 
may be capable of Diſcovering its own Graces | 
and [njirmities, to Correct the One, and Ad. 
vamdè the Other, and to Ground it ſelf upon a 
rutional Peace, and ſecure Tranquillity. Tho 
indeed this. requires no ſmall At and Care, 
thus to make the Soul: deſcend and retire into 
her-ſelf, bend all her. Faculties: inwards, and 
become the nearer- Object of her own. Con- 
templation ; To ae into her own: obſcure 
Receſſes and Manſions, and Trace through all 
the intricate Folds and H7ndimgs of the Heart, 
to Unveil its /\urking Hypocriſy, Traverſe its 
Springs and Motions, and to det a Ligbi into 
thoſe dark Corners of [niquity, where Vice is 
firſt: batch'd and conceiu d. Without this Spiri- 
tual Scrutiny, this DomeStick: Iuquiſition (as 
we may call it) in our Breaſt; a Man's Life 
can be never 7457 and regular, or his Actions 
even and ſelfconſiſlent, as being Guided by no 
Law, and Directed by no Conduct. Therefore 
every Man that pretends to the yight Uſe of 
his Reaſon, and does not Live and Ack at Ran- 
dom, muſt think himſelf concern d to eſabliſſiui 
a Certain Sett of Fundamental Notions aud 
Principles in his Thoughts; which upon a 
thorough Search; and mature Deliberation, he 
lays down and ſettles, as the eternal Bajis and 
A 2 Touch- 
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4 The Nature, Obligation, a 


Touch/loze of Truth, as an unalterable Sbeme 


and Model! of Meratity to himſelf, and as the 
controuling, and governing Maxims of his 
practical Behaviour. This is what he Digni- 
fies with the awful Title of ConscIENCE, 
and is That internal Compaſs of his Soul, by 
which he Profeſſes to /eer the hole Courſe 
and 7 enour of his Actions. 
Now from the infinite Multiplicity, and 
Variety of Opinions, wherein Mens Minds 
as much dier as their Features, there may 
ſeem to Ariſe as many Sorts of Conſciences, 


as there are Diuerſu of Judgments in the 
World: Hence we find FYertues and Vices 


taking their ſeyeral Colours and Denomma- 


ions, according to the different Capacity, or 


De of Reaſon, the ſundry T7 empers, Inclina- 


lions, Intere s and Degus of Parties, that 
Form and Eſpouſe ſuch and ſuch Jarring 


Sentiment. So that he who takes an impar- 
tial Survey of all the multifarious, unaccount- 
able, and repugnant Concluſions of Mankind, 
and their Deportment Conſequent thereupon, 
and confiders their irreconcileable Contrariety 
to each other; and yet ſees with what tena- 


cious Confidence, and perverſe Ob ſtinacy, they 
are on all fides embrac'd and aſſerted, will be 
inclinable to ſuſpect, That there is no ſuch 
Thing as True Conſcience in the World; 2 

8 | that 
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S of To 1 


chat d Men are not yet Agreed in the Meaning of 
This amu/mg,but unintelligible Word - A Word, 
the Force of which, is much ſooner felt than 
under ſtood, that ſtrikes the Senſes, deeper than 
the Judgment; and uſually carries in it Nan the 


Miſchief, that Ignorancèe and Prejudice, blind 


L.A 


Zeal, and inveterate Malice, Enthu/iaſm, and 
Super ition are able to Attempt and Execute. 
Upon which account, this 917/7aken Word; 3Con- 
ſcience, has bin often found to be no better 
than a meer Sound and Shadow, to diſguiſe the 
moſt Fatal and Deviliſh Inpoſtures, to cover. 


the blackeſt Treaſon and Rebellion, Hereſy, 
Schiſm, and Blaſphemy ; and ſhelter the moſt 


aFtoniſhing Impiety under its ſpecious, and 


ſanctiſy d Umbrage. For what elſe is it, that 


has bin the Cauſe of almoſt all the Civil Wars, 


Perſecutions, and Maſjacres, that for ſo many 


Years involv'd ChriSFendom in Blood and Fury, 


Deſtroy d ſo many Princes, and Churches, with 


Regicide, and Sacriledge, depopulated ſo many 


Dontenions, and laviſh a ſo much Treaſare ; 
and in a manner Overturn d the very Founda- 
tions of Chri/ttanity, under the Goodly Pretence 
of Religion? What is it, I ſay, but this Word, 
Conſcience, Miſunder Stood and Miſapply d 
which like an Holy Sham, or rather 2 
Inſpiration, has ſeiz d and poſſeſs'd the giday, 
and a Multitude, with ba mae and 

| hren- 
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„ The Nature, Obligation, and. 


Touch/lotie of Truth, as an unalterable Scheme 


and Model of Moraiity to himſelf, and as the 
controuling, and governing Maxims of his 
practical Behaviour. This is what he Digni- 
fies with the awful Title of CoNscIENCE, 
and is That internal Compaſs of his Soul, by 
which he Profeſſes to ſeer the hole Cour ſe 
and Tenour of his Actions. 

Now from the infinite Multiplicity, and 


Variety of Opinions, wherein Mens Minds 


as much differ as their Features, there may 
ſeem to Ariſe as many Sorts of Conſciences, 


as there are Diver of Judgments in the 
World: Hence we find Fertues and Vices 


taking their ſeyeral Colours and Denomina- 


lions, according to the different Capacity, or 


Uſe of Reaſon, the ſundry 7empers, Inclina- 


lions, Iutere s and De/rgns of Parties, that 


Form and Eſpouſe ſuch and ſuch Farring 
Sentiment. So that he who takes an impar- 
tial Survey of all the multifarious, unaccount- 
able, and repugnant Concluſions of Mankind, 
and their Deportment Conſequent thereupon, 


and conſiders their irreconcileable Contrariety 


to each other; and yet ſees with what tena- 
cious Confidence, and perverſe Obſtinacy, they 


are on all fides embrac d and aſſerted, will be 


inclinable to ſuſpect, That there is no ſuch 
Thing as True Conſcience in the World; 2 
r | that 
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that Men are not -yer Agreed in the Meaning of 
This amu/mg,but unintelligible Word. A Word, 
the Force of which, is much ſooner eli than 
under ſtood, that ſtrikes the Senſes, deeper than 
7.7 agment; and uſually carries in it all the 
chief, that Ignorance and Prejudice, blind 
TAs and inveterate Malice, Enthuſiaſm, and 
Super Hlition are able to Attempt and Execute. 
Upon which account, this miſlaten Word, Con- 
ſcience, has bin often found to be no better 
than a meer Sound and Shadow, to diſguiſe the 
moſt Fatal and Deviliſh Inpoſtures, to cover. 

the blackeſt Treaſon and Rebellion, | Hereſy, 
Schiſm, and Blaſphemy ; and ſhelter the moſt 
aHoniſbing Impiety under its ſpecious, and 
ſan@ify'd Umbrage. For what elſe is it, that 
has bin the Cauſe of almoſt all the Civil Marg, 
Perſecutions, and Maſſacres, that for ſo many 
Years involv'd ChriFendom in Blood and Fury, 
Deſtroy'd ſo many Princes, and Churches, with 
Regicide, and Sacriledge, depopulated ſo many 
Dontemions, and Javiſh d ſo much Treaſure ; 
and in a manner Overturn d the very Founda- 
tions of Chri/ttanity, under the Goodly Pretence 
of Religion? What is it, I ſay, but this Word, 
Conſcience, Miſunder tod and Miſapply d, 
which like an Holy Sham, or rather Diabolical 
Inſpiration, has ſein d and: poſſeſs'd the giday, 
and ws Multitude, with err and 
hren- 
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Phrenzy, and drive. R into t 
Gre den kei e « Perdit e Nad 
has brovelit greazgr Calamities upon 
18. 7510 or de t 8 Wa 10 mO dangerous. 
Mi | kes, than.the w 7770 a due Mundi ion in 
its Nie, and a ju Limitation of it, in its 
Rights and, Power.. Which as tis a weighty 
Subject, proper for all Times, as containing 
the. Grounds of our Happineſs. or Miſery, as 
well in this World. as the, next; 1o L preſume, 
it may be in no wiſe Unſuitable to the preſent 
Selemnity , which may frequently have no 
ſmall. Share i in the Examination of its Pre. 
tenres, in order to the right. Adminiſtration of 
Juice, by the unqueſtionable Authority of 
ſuch Legal MagzStrates, as we are bound to. 
ſubmit to, not only. for Wrath, but Conſcience. 
fake. . 1 ball therefore within as little a Com- 
paſs, as the Copiouſneſo of this large Point, and; 
the /mall Portion of Time allow'd me e will per- 
mit, endeayour | 
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I. Firſt, To Enquire 1 into the True Nature, 
and the Juſt Bounds, and Afar of 
Conſcience. 

II. Secondly, To 8 ſome . 
tions, whereby a Valſe and erroneous. (n. 
ſcience may beDiſtinguiſh'd froma/ancere 
and rue One. III. 
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im, Tliriy, To iy 600 thoſs Geske l 
- Laws, Khereby the LID is to be 
Regulated, and U ew k ho 1. 1 ko 


e bpls 4. EET 


1. And Firſt, I will Enquire into the rrue 
Nature, and the 5 Bounds; and Meaſures of 
Coriſcierice. And this 1 ſhall do, Fi, from 
Scripture, and, Secondly, from Reaſon. 152755 

Some of the School. Men, as well as Others, 
of the Ancient, and todern Writers of Ca- 


ſuitical Divinity, i in their Speculations on this 


Subject, have not undeſeryedly, bin Tax'd for 
Darkning it with ſo many unneceſſary frivolous, 
and intricate Notions, that they ſeem rather 
to have endeavour d to Epen, and 1 erplex 
Mens Minds, with imperzinen? Doubts and 
Difficulties, than'to propoſe ſuch Remedies, as 
might effectuallyſolve their Scruples, and Fears. 
Tho' the Scripture is ſo very clear and plain 
in this Matter, that from the frequent U/e 
and Energy of this Word, Conſcience, there- 
in, it will be found to carry this General Im- 
port 1n it, namely „ The Knowledee of a 
NaTURAL, or DIVIN E Law, 70in'd with an 
Application of it, to ſome particular [nStance 
Practice, to which it is adequately ſuited, 
are adapted. Ont of the many Places that 

occur 


occur in the New Tefament, to eſtabliſh this 
Notion of Conſcience, it may be ſufficient to 
quote one or two, which give in the Senſe of 
the reſt. St. Pau, in his Epiſile to the Ro- 
mans, Chap. II. v. 14, Is, 16. ſpeaking of 
the Centiles, who had no other Guide of 
their Actions, but the Law of Nature, or 
Reaſon rightly inform'd, expreſly declares, that 
this was to them, the Rule of their Conſcience, 
whereby they were to be Juag d at the laſt 
Day, and Acquiited or Condemn'd. For (lays 
he) when the Gentiles which have not the Law 
(th * is the Moſaic or Reveal d Law) do by 

ATURE Zhe things contain d in the Law, 
theſe having not the Law, are a Law unto them- 
Jetves ; which ſhew the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts, their CoNsSCIENCE 
alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts the 


mean while AccUSING, or elſe EXCUSING 
_ one another, in the Day when God ſhall judge 


Zhe Secrets of Men, by „ Teſs us Chriſt, according 


Zo my Goſpel. In the ſame Chapter, v. 12. 


Diſcourſing concerning the State of the es, 
who had the Lvely Oracles of God's written 
Word, and the Law of Moſes ſuperinduc'd 
upon the Law of Reaſon, to illuſtrate and in- 
large it, ſays, as many as have /inn'd in the 
Law, ſhall be judg d by the Law, which ex- 
tends the Obligation of Conſcience, with regard 

." "009 


Meaſures: of C QNS.CIANCE. 9 
to them, from the Lau- of Nature to that of a 
further Reueal d, Poſitive Lau. But in . ci 
ing the Statenof: Chriſtianity ; 


ing concenm 
that had the Supreani Priviledge of an en- 
tire Revelation: of the Divine Lau, he ſays, 
of Hrrorꝭ in Judgment, and Nractice, Uutou h 
Pure all thing are Pure, but cuntotbem'that 
are Dejild and unbelieuing, 1s, nothing Pure, 
but. even their Mind and Conſcience is Defil d, 

where we find ,, Mind added to w Con: 
ſcience, to Explain and Adjuſt its Meaning, 
denoting the Intellectual Faculty of the Saul, 
Judging upon any Moral Point, together 
with an Application of it to Practice. So 
that here is a Compleu and Relative ldea, 
carrying a double Notion in it of Conſcience; 
which with Reſpect: to its Operalion, is 
alſo 7awofold. Fir, Relating to what is 
paſs'd, Judging it ſelf to have either done Well, 
ot I; or Secondly, Relating to its preſent 
Duty, Adviſing and Directing us, in the Ne- 
ce{/ity, Legality, or [llegality of any thing, that 
ought to be done, or not done by us. Which 
Diviſion reſults from the Two Facullies, or 
rather Reflex: Actious of the Soul, in Conlem: 
plating: and Judging what is preſeut, or in De- 
liberating on what is Paſs'd; either Justiſying 
and eAcgquitiing, or Accuſing and Condemn- 


10 Te Mf , ON a | 
ing us before God and Our C 


on/cience. 11 Under 
one of theſe Two Notiuns, moſt Places in the 
Neno Iv dent, and thoſe that may ſeem to 
correſpond to them in he Old, are Underſtood. 


This is the Shorz and General Accdunt that 


Revelation has given us of this Matter; and 
it would have bin well, if Men had Refed here, 
and bin Contented with the plain and ea/y De- 
termination of the Scriptures; which had 
left no Room for Doubts and eAmbiguities, and 
had prevented all thoſe Sophi/Zical Subtleties, 
which have bin fince /averzed: by Men of Je- 


ſuirical, and Numnatical Brains; wie have Re- 
aud xhe expreſs Ruler of Human Duty into 
Whimficat and Inexplicable Theories, 1 


Clogg d and Surrounded it with uſeleſs and ſur- 
prizing: 
ſtruſe Ohenckenr, laid in the Dark, as ſo many 
ical Snares, and Spiritual Gins to catch 
Men's. Conſciences, and Plunge em into the 
unfuthomable Abyſs of GODS Prefctence, De- 
crees, and Prodestinariun; Things which the 
Thoughts of Men, which: are not as Ge 


thoughts, can never Fix or Determine. Theſe 


Legerdemain 'Crafismen in Divinity, 22 
— Handle the Word of God Paneer ty onght 
juſtly to Inherit the Woes denouncid by Gop, 
(Ezekiel, Chap. 13.) againſt Heir Brethron, 
the falſe Prophets $ 8 Daub d with un- 

em- 


Ve ionr, Spinoſe Oꝶfacie s, and ab- 
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e Meaſures of ConscIENCR. IT 
temper 'd Morrar, propheſy'd out of their Own 
Hearts, follow'd their Own Spirit, 'faw Va- 
nity and Divin'd Lyes, ſeducing the People. 
Will Ye Pollute Mie (ſays GoD) among my 
People, for handfuls of Barley und fon piece: 
of Bread, to /lay the ſoulr that 'Jhould not dye, 
and to ſave the ſouls alive that ſhould not live 
by Your. Lying to nin ' People that hear Tour 
Les?) Wherefore thus ſaith the Lord God, 
Bebold I um again" Mun Pillows, whevewrth 
Te there Hunt the Souls to make em fly, and 
T will tear them from Your Arms, and will 
lot the Souls go, even the Souls' that Ye hunt to 
mate em fiy. "Becauſe ith Des Te) have 
made the Heart of the Righteous ſud, whom'l 
have not made ſad, and /irengthen'd the hands 
of the Wicked, that He ſbou d not return from 
his avicked way by promi/mnt him Life.” How 
Applicable is this Character to thoſe Men, whe 
inſtead of ſerying the Great Purpoſes of Mo- 
rality, and Religion, which ought to be re- 
preſented as Eaſy, and Praticable, as tis In- 
viting, and Agreeable (which eertainly Raiſes 
both the Dignity, and Excellency of the Lau, 
and ſupream Legiſlatour,) when They ſhould 
have helpt the Lame, and Blind, out of the 
Fir they were faln into; and affiſted the In. 


Jirmitier, and Noveſſies ef the in at, 68 
impotent, Intangle em deeper in 'the Mire, 
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Eubencing their 7 — 
Gui, Fri yendagg ED ich Falſe 'Appehen- 


Jwns, and Imaginary Scruples, and in a Word 
Sate that Newt; which they were never Able 
gain ſufficiently to Lay. Theſe are doubtleſs 

Faitbfad adore, „ and Sterrgrds of God's. holy 
MyFeries, who feed his Servants with Stones 
inſtead of Bread, and in lieu of a m and i 
heavenly Repaſt of his Mord, ſet; before em, : 
noiſome Serpentx, and:deadly..Scorpions! - 
But to Proceed, Let us ſee how far the plain 
Principles of Reajon, and Argumentation, will 
carry Us in the Diſcovery of the True Na- 
Hunt of this Point. ä Upon a Survey of it, 
We ſhall find, that all the Modes, or Afections, 
of either the Mind, or Conſcience, which are 
only ſo many. Different States, or Degrees of 
its Operation, Willa be ee ende under 4 
The PRES NEE: R 1910 ASY nnr 


. Clear, Upright, and well LInSrued 
+\ 2.7 » Conſcience... \ |: dr. NN 
an 60 e bn 
3. Doubiful, or Scrupulous Conſcience. l 
4 An Erroneous Conſerence.. Wes - 
ly 0 ud 8 SKA 9 J 
Theſe Four Sorts of cs, take: EL 
Riſe from, and are Grognded\ upon the Diffe- 
rent Evidence of any Practical Ozzect, N 
* 8 pos 
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pos d tothe Mind, and the Clearneſs, and 
Diſtinction, or the Obſcurity, and Confu/? We of 
the ſages that it en thereof TITS 
91 14. It. the Ar it 88 Udon, 6 4 
Thing in its Nature, Plain, and Intelligible , 
not Incumber'd with Difficulties, and Doubts, 
and ſuch as appears either Neceſſary, or ey 
ul to be done, and conſequently, a e 
Legal, and Neceſſary to be AbStain Bag 
and conſequently a Sin, as on the One Hand 
Prohubited, or on the Other Inioin d, by Di. 
vine, Human, or Moral Laws; and a. Man 
Acts accordingly in all theſe Caſes, with a Full 
Perſwajion of Mind, and the Aer? of his 
Conſcience, Guiding and Governing it ſelf by 
ſuch Rules, as are adequate, and ſuited to its 
ſeveral Actions; ſuch a Perſon certainly goes 
upon the Principles of a Sincere, e, and 
truly Ingtructed Sunebenee. 


2. But, Secondly 4, if the Matter Prop ad + to 
the Mind, has not this Clearne/s, and Hui. 
dence in it ſelf, either through the Intricacies, 
it may be Involy'd i in by its Nature, or the 
Obſcurity, and Ambiguity of its Circus /auces, 
or the Want of a Full, and Exaci Digliuction, 
in the Law, Prohibiting, or Injeining the 
ne having fully Weight d the Doubrc, 

an 
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und Objefions. on all Sides, and Ballanod the 
Matter with all the Judtice and Ezuity that it 
can; and finding the Reaſons on the One hand 
Preponderating thoſe on the Other upon 
ſuch an Hupartial Survey, and Scrutiny, the 
Conſcience Determining on the Probable Part, 
proceeds according to Its Judgmenz, and Acts 
upon the Deciſion of Argument, and Colour, 
not Apprehending any Apparent Evil, ex- 
preſs Iuegality, or Ineæpediency in its Action. 
This is the Probable Conſcience, and will 
Juſtify where all proper ERS are us d for its 
inStruction. 


But, 7 birdly , if the Mind upon «Sar. 
vey of All Sides, finds it ſelf Pois d in an Egui- 
librium betwixt Both; if the Reaſons appear 
equally clear, Rrong, and convincing on Either 
Side, and it knows not how to Judge, or De- 
termine its Election, and the Law relating to 
this Matter, may be either dubious, equivocal, 
indifferent, or perhaps / /alent if the Conſcience 
hangs thus under-a State of Neutraliiy, and 
as 'twere declines-and ſuſpends its Conſent, and 
yet the Perſon Al without it, this is a Doubt. 
ing Conſcience,” and the Man under its Con- 
duct is Guilty of Su, if He Does ſo. But if 
it does en, His Action is ſo far Juſtifliable, 
as it appears not Offending any Poſitive, 

as and 
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and plain Prohibition, or Law. ' For the Ne- 
gatiue being of Infinite Extent, and Latitude, 
makes Great and Juſt Room for e Aowances, 
in theſe aubious Caſes. But if the Conſcience 
— or ſuſpect, any Evi! (tho per- 
haps Halſe) in the Matter of its Action, 
otherwiſe in zz ſelf” Legal, which is the Caſe 
of a -Scruputous Conſcience, it is under an Obli- 
gation. of Not -Acting, becauſe no Action is 
Justiſftiable, that is aint, or Without the 
e of the Mind. | | 


a -Dat; Lafily, if thi: FRET is not c Right 
Inf&rudted, or Inform ad, as to the Maizer of 
its Action, and frames a wrong Judgment of 
its Legaliiy, or Iuegaliiy, from a falſe, or 
confus d Appre henſion of, or Ignorancè in, the 
Lau, and Nature of the Aion, or is diſtorted, 
or milled, by Paſſion, Prejudice, Intereſt, Pride, 
Lu/7, or any other initer Means, this is an 
Ernoneons Couſcience, bringing always Gutit 
upon the Actor, and Involving Him in Sn, 
according to that Receivd Maxim, Thar, 
the — of the Law can 1 rag a 
Denen [9 W 
Now che. Firg of tele Conſeidnces | 
upon either Faitb, or Demons?ratzon, the In- 
fallible Revelation of God, or the certain Men- 
ſures of Reaſon. 
1 The 
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"The — proceeds upon the Grounds of 
Probable, or Moral Certainty, à nnn 
Belief," Perſwaſion, or Opinion 
The Third cannot Proceed but according 
to the Degrees of Aſent;or Election, and 

The Fourth t EPS \ ra or 
Error. 1 1. 4 

This I. hope may ſeem to be no ohſrure o =” I 
zd Account of the Nature of Conſcience, 
as taking in, all its Properties, conſiderd under 
the Principles of Reaſon, and the Gradual 
Light, and different Advancements, that it 
we. el; under Its Conduct, and I preſume, this 
may be the moſt Natural and juſt way of Ex- | | 
plaining it, and which clears off all thoſe A. | 
Aruſe Perplexities,. other MyStical Interpeta- 
tions bring upon it. For certainly every Man's 
Conſcience, either is, or ought to be Govern'd 
by Rational Motives, which are the Supream 
Commands of the Under Sanding on its Sub- 
cis, the Will, and Afections, never to be 
Diſputed, never to be Diſobey d without Re- 
bellion againſt their /piritual Sovereign. 
This being Premis d, as a Rational View of 
the Nature and Obligation of Conſcience. in 
General, and its ſeveral Parts, Modes, or 


Habitudes-in hp I come in the next 4 
place, 1 5:2 54 Do vera ice | 
Nn A 10 ln 4 
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IL Secondly, To propoſe ſome Confidera- 
tions, whereby a Falſe, and Erroneous Con- 
ſcience, may be Diſtinguiſh'd from a Sincere, 
and True One. What has bin before Re- 
mark d, in Sertling the Diſtinct Bounds of Each, 
might be in it ſelf, ſufficient to Diſcover the 
Difference; but perhaps it will appear much 
more Evident to Thoſe, who for wart of 77me, 
or Still, at firſt View cannot fully compre hend 
Theſe Abſtrated Notions, and follow the Mind 
thorough all the Dark Labyrinth of its ſecret 
Operations, if We proceed more fully to Di/ 
play, in their proper Colours, all thoſe Falſe 
Pretences, that are ſo apt to Delude and put 
upon Our Judgments, and Deceive Us with 
the Empty Shadows,and YV7/zonary Appearances 
of Religion. Among all which there is none, 
that with ſo much Artiſce and llluſion, Palms 
the inſnaring Impoſture upon Our credulous 
Faith, as 14 plauſible Diſguiſe of Interest. 
This will ſo Fatally Over-rule the Conſcience, 
ſo Warp its Judgment, and Blind its Diſcern- 
ng Faculties, that in time, it will intirely De- 
poſe it from its Dominion, and Uſurp its Place 
and Authority : ſo that tho it has Eyes, they 
ſhall not See; tho it has Ears, it ſhall not 
Hear ; tho it has Under ſtanding, it fhall not 
Under and. In this Caſe a Man For7ezts the 
NEE Priviledge of his Reaſon, and De- 

CG erades 
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grade 1 it to the baſt Senuitude of His Paſſions; 
He Argues, not from His Under/tanding, but 
His: Fleſ and Bload:;:;:and How weak the De- 
nun trutiuł Force of a Hllogiſim is, in Oppo» 
ſition to the more powerful Fallacy of Our 
eee Experience is ſufficient to Convince 
For, is not this Intereũ the Great Diana 
of the World; to whole Su r Shrines its Re- 
kigrous VHotaries pay the moſt Devout Homage, 
and implicit Adoration ? What is there that 
the Exorbitant Power of This cannot effect, 
when it "ſhall teach a Man to Renounce his A 
Senſes, Careſs Fraud, Adore Nonſeuce, Aan. 
don his Creed, and give the Lye: to the Holy- 4 
Spirit of God within him? When Duty and 
Iutereſt Claſh: and Interfere, how Purblind 
does it render Our Judgments? how difficult 
is it to view the Difference? how many Ar- 
tificial Suirſs, Subterfuges, and Equivocations, 
are immediately found out, to keep the Peace 
betwixt ein? Such Hreud Sophisters are 
never at a Lots for ſaving Diſtinctious, Io Keep 
what they have, and Get what They can This 
being the Grand Maxim, which the Wiſe Men 
of this World lay down as the Foundation of 
all their Po/zzicks ; whereby they are ſo eaſily 
brought to Comply, and Fall in with ſuch 
9 Principles and Practices, as are moſt likely to 
[ Promote it. It is the Melansholy W 
. - ny 
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ny of - Men" of Leiters 7e and Philejophy g 
— Live and Feed upon Laeac, and Dic 
pute about Inaginam, Felicity. Thoſe whb 
can Contemplate Naked Truth. And. Vertue 
avithont Reward: ate! likely to get Nothing 
elſe for their Labour; but muſt Hxpect to be 
as Contemptible, and Deſtitute, as Tyutb, and 
Ferit ſly are, But the Obilareu if this 
Morld are Poe. 00 be Wiſer” iu heir Genera- 
tion't han the Childrewof Light ;'\' they Trouble 
not themſelyes with the Merit of their Cauſe, 
or Party; they are nor Ferter d, or Confin'd, 
with the Litre, Srairt lac Notions of rigid 
Justice, and Honefty:; they are for a Latitude, 
both of Thought, and Action, a Liceutious Im- 
munity from l Legal Refraint ; which, 
with Their Peculiar Talents of Impudence, and 
Falfbood, they ſtick not to call Laberty of Con- 
ſcience, and preſume to Challenge, as That 
Freedom of Will, which, they ſay, is the Uni- 
verſal Privilege of Martkind. - As if That 
Liberty of Cannes] which'the Government 
has mdaty' d to ſuch Perſons alone, wih ſd Real 
Serupler will not permit them to join in the 
id Communion, could ever be intended 
to'Shelrer ſuch, às have not the leaſt Pretence 
row wry. Name\'f Confeients'; of to im. 
power DerFis;! Socinians, and Ahtifts,' to Re. 
vile; Nieliculo and ä moſt 195 
n Fait 
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Faith, and Church, at their Pleaſute, with Im- 
punity, Thus Villanouſly are Our Laus A- 
bus d, and this Sacred Name pla yd upon, to 
the foul Diſbonour of Go p. 1 200 the Du/- 
grate of Religion; - which: now a- days is made 
the Phariſaical , and Puritari Cloak, like 
Samuel's Mantle, to Amuſe the Witch, and 
Coyer the Devil, and Conſecrate All In/5delizy, 
Injuſtice, Pride, Lu, Avarice:, and Am- 

bitton, and the moſt execrable Vices of Hell, 
with the Holy Title of Conſcience, which, in 
ſad Truth, is nothing elſe, but the Vigor- 
Mask of Couſenage,: Knavery, and Hypocttjy; 
it is the /prrizual 7 ool to ſerve the Turn of all 
wicked Deſigns, meer Parzy-Cant, and Fa- 
natical Jargon, the very Sound whereof thou'd 


be a Warning-Piece. to Alarm every Honeſt 


28 to ſtand upon his Guard, and 1 bok about 
im 

Whatever Pretences theſe Timeſerving Men 
may Ca their crafty Stratagems. with, it will 
be found at laſt, that They are Nothing but 
downright Political Atheifss : For they are 
really /ndifferent to every Sect, or Religion; 
Eſpouſe Neither, but as it Suits with their 
Advantage ; and, as That changes, are Ready 


{till to Obey its Motions, Shit with the Scene, 


ſwim with the Tide, and veer to every Point 
of the Compaſs, as the * that /erves em, 


com- 
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commands. They are as Diſſonaut in their 
Opinions and Practices, as thoſe are Iuconſiſtent 
with the Laws of God; and, in a Word, on 
every Occaſional proſpect of Cain, are their 
Own Rever/e, and one Continued Practical. 
Se, Contradiction. To Verify this Infamous, 
and moſt abominable Character, which tis a 
Shame ſhou'd be found in any Nation proſeſſing 
the Name of Cbri tian, have We not, to the 
Diſappointment of both Our Laws, Ci and 
Eccleſiagtical, a Seit of Miſereauts ſuffer d 
amongſt Us, and Thoſe even pretending to 
more Sancti and Conſcience, than the reſt of 
Mankind, who not only Dare Openly Own, and 
Practice, but even Preſume to 7u/7z7y this 
Amphibious Conformity, who to 2ualify them- 
ſelves for a pauliry Place, can /iyly creep to 
thoſe Altars they Proclaim Jaolatrous, Join 

in a Communion they Revile as ſuper/itions,and 
ſwallow that Sacrament, which at other times 
they Reuſe, as Damnation. And, indeed, in 
this Tremendous Caſe, it ought to be the Wiſh 
of every charitable Chriſtian, that they may 
not, in ſuch a olemn and deliberate Act of 
the Worſt of Hypocriſy, Kat and Drink their 
Own Damnation, not Diſcerning the Lord's 
Body. Such Men, like Eſau, that Reprobate 
of GoD, wou d doubtleſs Barter their /prritual 
Birthrigbi for a Meſs of Pottage ; like ron 
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they will Impudently De, (and not have ſo 
much Shame as He had to Diſoum it,) for 
Changes of Raiment, and Talents of, luer 
they inherit Naaman s Crime, more Odzous 
and Sintiug than His Leproſy. ; who, to keep 
his Poſt in the Government, could bow down 
in the | Houſe of Remmon, and yet acknowledge 
the God of: Irael; in a Word, They Qut-do 
that Amazing, and Irremiſſible Sin, of the Sun 
of Perdition, the Arch-Traytor Judas him- 
ſelf, in that, they Dayly ſell and betray their 
Lord and Saviour, for Money. And wou'd not 
(think Le) the Primitive Church have I hun- 
did out its Anathema s, againſt ſuch Daring, 
and Iuſolent Offenders? Wou'd it not have 
ſpew'd theſe Vi pers out of Her Communion, 
whoſe ching Sins call aloud to Heaven, for 
that Just Veugeauce, they have not Ye! found 
upon Farth? 

Thus Fatally can the Donation of Interest 
Sway Mens Faith, and Prattice, and {uborn 
both, to the Mammon of Undighteon/neſs. For 
a Man to quit his Temporal Honours , and 
Eſtate in 7hzs Life, for another in Revenſian in 
the Net, is ſuch an Uneaſy Exchange of T tte, 
that Our Bleſſed": Were himſelf oddd nod 
( humanly ſpeaking) Perſwade the Nich Mau 
in the @o/pel, to Comply with, tho“ We are 
_ He was no n Prgfioient i in * 
21 An 
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And where Inter, and Religion, me to 
ſtand in Cumpelition, there are not Pew who 
would follow His Example „ and Turn nbein 
Batks upon their Saviour: Inſomuch that the 
Deu. thought himſelf ſecure of Betraying 
the very Son ꝙ God, when He gave him the 
pampous Kew, and alluring Promiſe of 7s 
Hold. Which really are Temptations, that 
induce G, as: well Great: Men, ſometimes 
to Fall down, and Worſbip, and which require 
no ſmall Pitch of Vertue, and Reſolution, to 
Battle, and Withſtand. This is the Zendere/t 
Part of Nature, and no wonder if it ſometimes 
gives way, when tis Aſſaulted on the Feakes? 
ſide. How often have We ſeen, when a /5:nmg 
Preferment has Dazl'd, and Warm the Con- 
ſczence, of ſome Ambitious, or Indigent 
Perſons, how wonderfully it has Min d, and 
Relax d their Rigid Principles, and ſuddenly, 
and almoſt as effectually Wrought a Cnverſion 
in their Opinions, as the Light that from 
Heaven /iruck down St. Paul? It requires in- 
deed a full Conviction, of the Infallible Trauth 
of Our Principles, and the Merit of Our 
Cauſe, and a Stanch Reſolution, rais'd upon the 
ſerious Deliberation of Both, with a lively 
Senſe' of Our Obligations to, and an awful 
Fear of God's Juſtice, to keep Men ſledſast 
Uumoveable , and  inflexibly . in 
| their 
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their RAtigions Sentiments, Yet no twithſta nd- 
ing the Difficulty, it will be ſtill found to be 
as much our True Intereſt, as Real Duty, upon 
which a Good Conſcience always keeps its Eye 
fixt and Unwavering, and is like the Gop that 


it ſerves, without Yariableneſs, or Shadow of 


Change. It conſults its Innocence, not its Se- 
curity, Follows Crit to the Croſs, as well as 
to the Crown, and is as Ready to /uffer for, 
as to Reign with Him, It maintains a conſtant, 
and Uniform Courſe of Mzegrity, never De- 
viating from it ſelf, and the plain Road of 
Truth and Honey. It knows no Latitude, 
comprehen/rve Shifts, or Doubles, in its Prin- 
ciples, but is, as the Ozze& of its Worſhip, 
the ſame lo day, to morrow, and for ever, 


L. 90 Second T Hing that Deceives Us under 
the Pretence of Conſcience is Prejudice *, This 
is an Infant Principle, that takes Root deep 
in the Man, and ſpreads large in the Ungder- 
Hlanding ; like the Mu/tard-ſeed in the Goſpel, 
that from a ſlender, and Minute Grain, ſhoots 


up, and Enlarges into the Boughs, and 


3 Branches, of a Tree. From a Little, and in- 
ſenſible Beginning, it riſes up to a Firm, 
e and /rradicable Habit 1 in the Soul, and 
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f 4 This subject r ve treated on at mne in ranorbed Diſcootte::: 


be- 
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being joind with Pride, Ohſinuar, and Self. 
Love, is made almoſt Inſeparable from it. 
From hence tis, that ſo Great a Part of the 
World, owe thoſe few Nations of Curſcience, 
and Neligion, that they have, either to the 
Faſhions, and Cuſtoms, of the Country they are 
Born in, or to the Methods, and Ways of Edu- 
cation, in which They are Bred; nay, ſome to 
the Callings, and Prafeſhions, in athich they are 
Accidentally Train'd up, not a few to the Con- 
verſation, and Company, that they keep, others 
to the Authority of ſuch Perſons as they Con- 
fide in, and others to their Own Couſlitution, 
Singularity, and Condition." And how hardly 
are Men brought to Search Impartially into 
the Truth, and Foundation of their Opinions; 
and therefore much more, to Relinquiſh thoſe 
Principles, which they have chergſd d, as the 
Rules of their Conduct, and Darling Friends 
ſo long? They had rather Believe with an In- 
plicil Faith, take their Creed by Report, and 
venture its Conſequence, than be at the Trouble, 
and Uneaſneſs, of canvaſſing its Article. Thus 
Error being firſt Entertain d, Pleads Preſcription 
againſt Truth, and injoying a long Prepoſſeſſion 
in the Mind, Uſurps its Place, and excludes 
its Entrance, ſtops up the Paſſage of Reaſon, 
and the Avenues of Conviction; it Ingroſſes 
the Intellectual Man, makes him Peeviſh, and 
3A D Sour, 
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Sou, perverſe; aud Reſtive, and Incapacitates 
Him for Reformation. And no wonder, when 
his 7adement is thus bately Bribd, and Re- 
tain d, that it gives him Mrong Counſel; and 
hike a Deceiiful Laumyer, Betrays that Cauſe, it 
ought to Defend. A Man may therefore, in 
this Caſe, have a full Acquieſcence in his Falſe 
Sentiments, and eſteem his Conſcience Sincere, 
and True, while He is Inſenſible, that it is 
Grounded on an Error, becauſe the M:iSake is 
Early Imbib'd, and has bin long receiv d. And 
that "which makes this Matter, of fo perilous 


r 


a Conſequence, is, that it may Inſinuate it ſelf 


into Our Fundamental Articles, vitiate and 


Diminiſh Our Faith, and thereby Endanger 


Our Eternal Salvation. For it is a Truth 


(tho ſeemingly ſevere) that can never too 


often be Inculcated, that an Erroneous Per- 


ſavajion is as Damnable , as an Immoral 


Life; it being, almoſt inconceivable, that the 
Cauſe and Fed ſhou'd not correſpond, that a 
Bad Tree ſhould bring forth Good Hruit, or a 
Man Believe lil, and at the ſame time Live 
Fell. So that there's no Queſtion, but that 


any one may really think his Conſcience Up- 
right, and Unbiaſsd, when tis Govern'd by 


theſe Prezudices ; and tho He Acts in Con- 


formity to them, find himſelf after his Death, 


in a Groſs Make in the other World, * 
Foe e 
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Recant when tis too late. For, Gop having 
laid before Us his Law, in the moſt Obvious, 
and Intelligible Term, with a Command to 
Try, Examine, Direct, and Judge our Con- 
ſciences by That Rule, has left Us without 
Excuſe, for not ſo Doing, and may Juſtly In- 
fiat an Herual Puniſbmeut for Our Neglect 
in this Matter: Neither will here the Pre- 
tence of a Good nrention any ways Mitzgate 
the Crime, Annul the Cuilt, or Indemniſy the 
Offender , unleſs only in Caſes of Inuinucible 
fenorance. Such a Dangerous Misfortune is 
it, to be ſet wrong at firſt, and ſeaſou d with 
corrupt Principles, which may in time gain 
an Abſolute and uncontroulable Dominion in 
the Soul, derive a Fatal and Inevitable Pro- 
pen/ion upon the 2whole Conſcience, which may 
Debauch the True Faith, and ſubvert the very 
Foundations of Juſtice and Piety. How High. 
forum, and Liable ſoever, this Doctrine may 
ſeem to the Reflections of ſome Laritudinarian 
Divines, who place Morality above Faith; and 
who wou d be thought to Hnitate the Example, 
without Believing in, or Tru/ting to the Merits, 
and Satigfaction of their Redeemer it is un- 
deniably evident, from the Expreſs Words of 
the Coſpel, that the eus, who cruci d the 
Meſfiah, and perſecuted him after his Death, 
in his < Aposttes, thought themſelves Sound in 
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Coirſeitnee, to commit theſe execrable Sins, and 
that vbey did God good Seruice izhereby. Where- 
as thoſe very Apoſtles always Charge em: with 
chek heinous: Crimes, as Unpardonable,without 
Repentance; for that this Erroweous Judgment, 
tho proceeding from Ignorance, was ſufficient 
to congn em over to Everlaſting Damnation, 
unleſs Chri Interceded for em at the Rig. 
Hand of Gos, as He did upon the Croſs, Ha. 


ther Forgive them, for. _ know not what 
Ty do. | 
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The Third Kue char way; Cheat 
Us under the Appearance of Tue Conſcience, 
is Paſſion. This Impoſes upon Us in a 7how- 
fand e, and requires great Sagacity to 


Diſcover it. It were not Difficult to Dilate 


on this Copious Subject, and ſhew at large, 
how the various Repreſentations of Good'and 


Evil, and thoſe painted Scenes of | Pleaſure, 


and Pain, which they fo Lively Peſcribe in 
the Imagination, Work up thoſe ſeveral Sen- 
ſations, and /deas, in the Mind, which are 
as twere the Internal Springs, and Heels, 
and that ſecret kind of Mechaniſm, that Seta 
the Whole Man a Going. Whoever looks into 
his Own Breaſt, cannot but be Conſcious; how 
from His e Admzrration and Deſire, his Love 
* Hatred, his e and Sorrow, his * 
an 


deed 


— UMeaſures: of \Consetence. 29 
and Pity; his Hope and Fear, his Jealouſy and 
Deſpair, his Shame and Honour, his Envy. or 
Di ſdlain, &c. all his Actions, according to their 
different: Objefts, are Produc d, and Regulated. 
Theſe are the Cords of a Man, (as the Prophet 
Hoſea Figuratively expreſſes it) whereby He 
is vehemently Drawn, and Seduc d, oftentimes 
againſt his Reaſon, by the powerful Force of 
his Juclination, and Afetion : Which as tis 
variouſly Predominant in Men, Writhes, and 
D1/torts. the Conſcience into the ſame Irregular 
Figure. Fear, the ſtrongeſt, and moſt violent 
of the Paſſions, when once deeply Seated in 
the Soul, Tyrannzes over it in a very Inſolent, 
and Imperious manner; railing up Mean, and 
 Unaworthy Thoughts in it, and Degrading it to 
all the Seruile, and Pitiful Compliances in the 
World. Thoſe Crude, and Unmantiy Notions 
of Religion, which it produces in ſome Per- 
ſons, may be lookt upon, rather as a Me/arn- 
cholly Iudliſ paſition in the Blood, than a Dz/- 
Mection in the Under/tanding, which doubtleſs 
does in a great Meaſure. Hollou, and Obey the 
Constitution of the Body. Under ſuch a /pleena- 
tio Complexton,: the Mind cannot Act brit, 
and. /prightly upon its Organs, and Judge, and 
Reafon perſpicyoufly as it ought to do. On. the 
other hand, Sel/-/ufficzency,, Pride, and a bitter 
Zeal make Men Supercilious, Cruel, eAſpiring, 
ddt and 
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and Preſuming ; Arrogant in themſelves, In- 
ſolent to their Nezghboars, and even impu- 
dently Familiar, and Sawcy towards God. Now 
the Motions of theſe Paſſions being ſo very 
Turbulent, and Rapid, they /ilence, and drown 
the ill Voice of Reaſon, allow it not Time to 
Recollect it ſelf, but Hurry it away blindfold 
into vn. Every other Paſſion has its par- 
ticular Charm to [ntoxicate, and way of Ope- 
ration to Decerve, the UJuderſanding, that it 
may not Diſtinguiſn betwixt Speczous Sa- 
phiſtry, and the true Commands and Laws 
of an Unbiaſs d, and Uncorrupted Conſcience. 


4. To this of Pa//ion, may be added another 
Cauſe of Error in the Conſcience, not much un- 
like it in Nature, and that is, Humour, or 
Phancy, which is the ſenſual Operation of a 
Whimſical, and Depraud Will, which inclines 
Men through a Scepzzcal Diſpoſition, to Hunt 
after Novelties, fall in Love with odd Hypo- 
theſes, and Confectures, Catch at Phantoms, 
and at length ſo far Deceive themſelves, as. to 
Credit Their Own Dreams, and Reverzes.: A 
ſort of Magick [nchantment. in the Under. 
ſtanding, a Romantick Scene of Life, made up 
of Air and Invention, in which Men Wall as 
twere in their Sleep, and Converſe in a Viſiun. 
It uſually Poſſeſſes Men of /irong Imagina- 

| lions, 
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tions, and Weak Jud, 
the Rea/on, that it deprives it of the Power 
of  Di/tinguiſhing betwixt Caprice, and Re- 
lAigion, bet wixt the Spiritual, and Natural In- 
clinations, or the Motions of the Sype- 
rior, and [nferior Soul, This may ſpring per- 
haps from the /rregular Heats of a too Yola- 
tile and D:iSurb'd Brain, which may put the 
Spirits into a Confusd Ferment, a Precipi- 
tate and Violent Career, and thereby give 
the Lower Principles of Senſation, a Predomi- 
nancy over the Powers of Right Reaſon. This 
(as a Learned Writer, with a curious Felicity 
of Expreſſion, ſtyles it) may be call d an Ani- 
mal Conſcience, Arifing from, and being Go- 
vernd by the Imagination, and bearing the 
ſame Relation to the Senſitive Repreſentations 
of it, as the True Conſciencè does to the In- 
telleftual Faculties, and Operations A moſt 
Unhappy , and almoſt Incurable Delufion, 
which Gop permits ſome Miiſul, Seis, 
concerted, and Head/trong Perſons to fall 
into; whoſe Pride, and /enorance, ſets em 
above the Wholſom Doctrines, and Wiſe Ordi- 
nances of the Church, and perſwades em to 
Prefer their Own vain and ſottiſb [nventions, 
before the Eternal Oracles of Truth, and the 
unerring Light of Divine Revelation. Where- 
upon the Hay Ghost has thought fit to Cau- 
* tion 
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tion all ſober Chriſtians, againſt the Madneſs 
of ſuch Franzick Zealots, by ſtigmatizing em 
with that 74, but Vile Character, of being 
Deſerted by his Bleſſed Influence, given up to 
heir Own [nchlinations, to /irong Deluſions, and 
to the Belief of a Lye as it is frequently Ob- 
ſeryv'd of Men much Addicted to ſuch Ob/Z7znate 
Humours,' from a long, Habitual ndulgeuce in 
em, they come at laſt to Impoſe more upon 
Themſelves than Others; and which is the moſt 
wretched, and Deſpicable Condition, a Mortal 
can fall under, to ſwallow their Own'Fal/hoods, 
and Believe their Own Fictions. To this Wild, 
and Euthuſtasticſ lnfatuation, We ought to 
Appropriate the Riſe of Here, (which on 
this very account, is doubtleſs, by St. Paul 
reckon d among he Works of the Fleſh, tho 
it ſeems to be an Intellectual Operation) to- 
gether with Bzgorry, and Phanaticiſin, which 
lome Fanciful, Wayward, and Contumacious 
Men Create in their Brains, and Blaſphemouſly 
Christen with the Holy Name of the Spirit, 
and Conſcience. Which in truth are Nothing 
but Phrenzy, and the Lunatick Productions 
of D:Stemper'd Heads and what are the Fa- 
tal Effe&ts of theſe Miſchievous, and Diaboli- 
cal Intoxieations, if not kept under a Timely 
Government, and Reſtraint, ſcarce any Azng- 
dom in Europe, but can ſadly Teſtify, and Our 
[int | Own 
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Own in particular, even to this Day, may 
Lamem, and for the future Deprecate. 


. Me Las Iuſtance, 1 mall produce of a 
MziFaken Conſcience in the World, is what It 
calls Honour; which, fince Religion is grown 
out of Faſhion, is now become the Gentleman's 
Conſcience. Chriſtianity Ffor/oozþ muſt be Diſ- 
carded by ſome <Men of Honour, as a Narrow 
[n/iitution, fit only for Booke/h Pedants, that 
are unacquainted with the 2vay of the World : 
their Reaſon mult be as Looſe, and Unconfin'd 
as their Lzves ; and they ſcorn tamely to ſub- 
mit, to an Incredible, and My/terious Re- 
velation, which to their Ren d Under tand. 
ing is meer Nonſence, and PrieSi-craft ; if 
through an high Strain of Complaiſance, they 
condeſcend to Own any Natural, or Moral 
Duty, 'tis well if they mean any thing by it, 
beſides the fullilizng their LusSts, and Pleaſures : 
As if they were Born for nothing elſe but Eaſe 
and Luxury, and the World was made for theſe 
uſeleſs Leviathans to take their PaSiime 
therein : Foriune, Quality and Condition, it 
ſeems are ſufficient Priuiledges to give their 
Pofleflors. a Diſpenſation from the Power and; 
Obligation of Laws,' and to Exempt. theſe Fa- 
vourites of: Heaven (as they deem — 
from _ their Penalties, by a Peculiar Pre- 
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rogative above their Fel/ow-Creatures : As if, 
by how much the greater Bauniy, G ob has Be- 
ſtow'd upon hem, ſo much the Leſs Gratitude 
they Ow'd: to him, and their Acknowledgments 
were {till to be Leſſen d by the Decreaſe of his 
Favours. Theſe are the Perſons, who, by their 
Own Authority, wou'd /uper/ede the Law of 
Cad, and make 7 hem/elves, and their Own Li- 
centious Wills, the ſole Guide, and Rule of their 
Actions; which, in their Dialect, they are 
Pleas d to Varniſb with the Glittering Colour 
of Honour; a Thing, which theſe Empty, 
and Noiſy, Pretenders to, talk as loudly and 
canfidently about, as if they really Underſtood 
what it Meant. Whereas (GOD knows) Zhey 
want as much to be Inſtructed in the rue Na- 
ture of this, as in that Religion, which they 
fo. Ignorauily Laugh at, and fo Preſumpiuon/ly 
Deſpiſe. Otherwiſe they wou'd not, in De- 
Faance of the Wiſdom. of All Laws, Human, 
and Divine, ſet up a Senſeleſs Notion of Bra- 
very, to Dignify Malice, and Murder, and 
take that to be the Only. Sati faction of the 
Gentleman, which muſt be the Damnation of 
the Chri tian. In ſhort, where Men Abandon 
their Faith, and the Fear of God, Conſcience, and 
Honour, are infignificant: Sounds, and: Deceit- 
ul Expreſſions, which Men that have Neither, 
make uſe of to Impoſe upon thoſe that have. 
| There 


K 
> 
K 
1 
* 
z 
4 
2 
2 
"Ls 
F 
4 
7 4 
F * 
i 
B * 
q * 5 
1 
. 
_ 
. 
6 
2 
_ 
+ 
3 
2 * 
= 
1 
N 
4 
« 
4% 
4 
4A 
Z 
= 
pe 
£ 
43 
= 


C of Comcrancs "77 


There are doubtleſs many Men, who abſtain 
from the Commiſſion of ſome Impious, and 
Deteſtable Actions, purely with reſpect to com- 
mon Decency, a Senſe of Genero/ity, or the 
Rules of Good Breeding, without any Regard 
had to thoſe of Religion, or the Commands of 
GoD. That 1s, to ſpeak the plain Truth, they 
Scorn to. be Guilty of any thing that may 
render em Liitle, and Contemprible in the 
Eſteem of Men of Worth and Gravy ; lo that 
indeed it is their Character, not {xtegrity, the 
Reputation and Applauſe of Men, not the An- 


ſaver of a Good Conſcience, that Governs their 


Conduct. How little are theſe Gentlemen ac- 
quainted with the ſound Notion of True Ho- 
nour, which is a much more Exalted Principle, 
than they take it for, and Springs from a more 
Noble and Beautiful Original? This is not the 
Degenerate Off- ſpring of Sn, or Villany, does 
not ariſe from any Vicious Qualities, as Pride, 


Hypocriſy, Oftentation, Revenge, or Ambition , 


but is founded upon the Real Worth, and 1n- 
trin/ick Goodneſs of Things; Springs from God, 
and he Law, the Sole Fountains of Honour, 
to whoſe Precepts, and [njunGtons, it always 
pays a Juſt Subordination, and Final Reference. 


This indeed is not ſo much a Single Vertue in 


it ſelf, as the Seaſoning Qualification, and Em- 


| belliſn ment, of All other Yertues ; W hich (to 
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Draw a Compendious Deſcription of its Lovely 
Properties) Sets a Man above All Fear, but 
that of doing any thing Baſe or Diſhonest ; 
which makes Him e Abhor, as much to Detract 
from his Enemy, as io Flatter his Friend ; to 
Scorn Hypocriſy, tho twere for his Interest, 
and Dete$t lmuſtice, tho it might Gratify his 
Revenge ; which renders him Dutiful and Sub- 
miſ/ive to his Superiors, Affable, Obliging, and 
Generous even to his [nferiors; and, in a Word, 
that makes him, on All Occaſions, Exem plify 
his Steady Loyalty to his Prince, his mala 
Love zo 4 Country, his untainted Fidelity to 
his Friend, his open Hoſpitality zo Strangers, 
his Perpetual Charity to the Poor, and his Uni- 
verſal Beneficence to All the World. This is 
that charming Character, which alone Con- 
ſtitutes a Mar of True Honour, who certainly 
is the Bet Man in the World, next to a Man 
of Conſcience, who ſtill Riſes higher in his 
Principles, and makes GoD and his Duty the 
Sole, and Ultimate Eud of All his — 


Thus I have Run through All thoſe Cauſes, 
which I take to be the Grounds of an Erroneous, 
and e Mi/-guided Conſcience ; all which I have 
Drawn from the Nature, and Mozives, of Hu- 
man Actions, which is Reſoluing them into 
their Principles, and (as 1 humbly n ) 

| the 
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che Beſt, and Trueſt Way of Explaining them. 
Such as are Iutere, and Prejudice, the Delu- 
eons of Our ſeveral Paſſions, and Afections, Su- 
pemlition, Pride, Fear, Ignorance, and miſtaken 
Zeal, Imagination, and Fancy, Reputation, and 
Falſe Honour All which are Wrong Grounds 
of Practice, and can never properly 7uS7:fy 
Our Conduct. We lee how many Hays there 
are that Lead to Error, for that ingle One, 
that Directs Us Safely, and Infallibly to Truth, 
and how liable We are to be Betrayd, into 
Any, or All, of them. And methinks the 
Dangerous Conſequence might Forewarn Us to 
Beware of Taking up Falſe Principles at firſt ; 
for if Theſe are founded on an Un/ound, and 
Treacherous Bottom, the whole Courſe of Our 
Lives being Grounded upon $7, and Error, 
muſt needs be One continued Miftake, and fo 
inſenfibly carry Us on to, and at length End 
in Rune, and Confu/ion. So Bewitthing is the 
[mpoSture, We may be Seduc d into it, and 
not know what We are Doing: There being a 
Way (as the /ſe Man tells Us) that may 
ſeem Right in a Man's Own Eyes, when never- 
theleſs The End of that way is Death. And 
without doubt in this Lamentable Caſe, a 
Man may Govern the whole Courſe, and Te- 
nour of his Life and Actions by a Rule, that 
may 
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may thro' Prejudice, or a want of due Exa- 
mination, appear Juſt, and Trus in his Own 
adement, and notwithſtanding find himſelf 
ag'd of Gop, by a quite Contrary one at 
the Lat Day. This is the Ya#, and Fregbt- 
ful Danger of Founding Our Conſcience, upon 
Wrong Principles in the Beginning, which 1s 
the Great, and molt Common Occaſion of 
Error, but there is Another, which tho' not 
{o Frequent „is however of no leſs Perilous a 
Conſequence, and that is a Falſe Application 
of Right Principles. In this Caſe, a Man /etrs 
out well for his Journey, but for want of a 
Guide, or Conduct, MiStakes his Road, Wan- 
ders up and down, is at length Bewilder d, 
and Log, and ſo Falls ſhort of the Deſigu d, 
Happy End, of his Travels. Of ſuch Infinite 
Concern, and Importance is it, if We wou'd 
Avoid theſe Diſmal Miſcarriages, to make 
Our Selves throughly Acquainted with the 
Nature, and Obligation, of the Exact Rule of 
Our Actions, and the Proper Uſe that We 
mou d make of it in the plication: ; which 
brings Me in the Laſt Place, 


III. Thirdly, To State thoſe 88 Laws, 
whereby the Conſciencè is to be Regulated, and 
to ſhew how they 2 to be e Apply d. _ 

tne 
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the Whole Extent, and Obligation of Con- 
feience, tho ſeemingly fo very PIES © Is 
projet vo Theſe Three Laws: F wo 


I. The Divine, ; 3 
2. The Political, and 
3. The Moral Law. 


1. The Firſt, being the Immediate Cronin 
of GoD, is the Great, Supream, and 7ran- 
ſcendent Law of all, wherein is Summ d up a 
Full, and Comprehen/zwe Yiew, of Our Chri- 
lian Duty, _ the Mill of God, entirely Re- 
veal d to the World. 


; The Second is the Law of All Cru So- 
cieties, by which are to be 7Try'd All Actions 
relating to Government, and whatſoever 1s 
Commutted betwixt Man, and Man,; which 

in Sbordination to the Fin, and if not Con- 
trary to it, lays Great Force, and Indiſpenſible 
Obligation of Duty upon every Subjed, this 

Obligation being Ratiſy d by the Divine Law. 
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21 The Lai is that Law, whereby We are 
to Try the Good, or Evil, of Our Actions, as 
they ſtand related to Yerzue, or Vice, and are 
Founded: upon the Principles of Reaſon, and 
as " of Nature. The Other 73% Laws 

are 
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are  Superffrufures upon hie Law,-which be- 
ing the Dictate of Nature, ritten by God in 
Our Hearts, was, and is the Rule of Our 
Actions, when ever the Other 70 Laws are 
Sent. 

By the Conformity of Our Actions to theſe 
Three Laws, as thoſe Actions lie under their 
Peculiar Juriſdickion, and Cogniſance, We are 
to take the Meaſures of their Rectitude, or 
Obliquity, and Denominate them Good, or Bad, 
Vertuous, or Vicious and a Man's Conſcience 
may always Acquits Him, where it does not 

appear Obnoxious to one of Zheſe. Laws ; ac- 
cording to That Eternal Maxim of the Scrip- 
tures, Where there is no Law, there 1s no Tran{/- 
ereſſion . Now tho the Holy Scriptures are 
the Grand, Sovereign Law of all, ſo that No- 
thing can be Authoriæ d in any Inferior Lau, 
that is any ways Repugnant, or Contrary to 
That, yet it muſt be Acknowleg'd, not to be, 
the Univerſal, Adequate Rule of Conſcience 
neither muſt We expect Every thing to be Com- 
manded therein, which may be the Injunction 
of Particular Laws; for this wou'd Super- 
{ede, and Fruſtrate their End ; neither 1s there 
any Ab/eluze. Nece//ity, of TuSte fing any Pe- 
culiar Law with eAutbority drawn from the 
Scriptures, unleſs as it is ets Prohibited 
therein; ; or by Manifeſt, and Undenzable De- 


A 


ductions, 


— 


„WWW ee . 2 dy" 
g « 5 . a OE IS ä r K K % ↄÄ . 88 is > 8 
1 ar L we” 2 Wes 7 ww. - r. 


ccc 


A 2 ConseIEN CE 41 


ductious, concluded from thence to he Un- 
dene, b. 21017 ct AU 

That theſe Lanes, take in; the whole 
Compaſs of Humane Duty; is Evident 3: 
that they Anſwer to the Three. Ad 
Branches, or Di/tin#:Offices of it, relating 
t Cad, Our Neighbotr, and Our Selues. 
The Firat, ſnewing what We Owe to Our 
Creatour, as Men, and Chri/tians; The 
Second, what We Owe to Our Brethren, as as 
Members of the Body Politick, in Our Pub- 
lick Capacities, - the Third, hat We 
Ove. to Our Setves „ in Our Private Ca- 
paciſy; as far as it is Diſcoverable by the 
Principles of Revelation, the Rules of Civil 
Juſtice , the Light of Nature , and the 
Diftates of Reaſon. \ 

Thus I have giyen as Short , and I hope 
as Clear a View of this Momentous Point, 
as the Time wou'd Allow Me, and to Cloſe 
up the Whole, ſhall further Intreat Your 
Patience, whilſt I <4 Mos n tho 
Rules may be Apply d: 
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to Sekte a Donbr/wi Con 
ſcience. In Order to which, this Mauim is 
60 Be Obſtry d, That the Gh. of 'Our 
Conſciente ſhould be always Regavded; but 
the ' Prohibitions- muſt be Reel Ober 'd. 
For We ought as much to ain from 
Doing any thing, that is but Probahlylauiui, 
as om Doing what may be Poſſibly lau- 
ful; becauſe the Mind muſt AF by its Ligbt, 
Will, and Conſent. And there is Grea? Ha 
Zard lying on That Side ; whereas upon 
the Other, a Man may be Sali arr what 
He does, and Runs no great Venture, at 
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leaſt" Falls into #0 Sin, if in the Matter of 


Debate, He has us d Al Ju, and Requiſite 


ſhou'd Pofſibly prove Uulauful. Doubt al- 
ways [mptiies a Thought of Imuſtice, and 
therefore the Holy-GhoT Guards againſt it, 
with the moſt Poſtive, and Peremptory 
Threat of Hell, and Dammation . * He that 
Doubreth' (ſays He) is Damn'd if He Eat, 
for whatever is not of Faith, is Sin. Rom. 14. 
23. But in Caſe of Neceſſity, where 77v0 
Things are Propor to Us to be Done, and 
the Mind hangt in Suſpence as to the Appre- 
ben/ion of Evil, certainly it muſt place its 
Zlection where there 1 1 the Lea Danger ; 
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for here the» Leſs Bull : puts on the Nauure 
of Cod: but where the Choice is Free to 
A2, or en tb 48; He Rlies in the Face of 
Gad, and hig Om Confotence; that Preſunics 
without a fu Perfavafion. The maſt 
Effeftual let bod, I know of, tor Sie, and 
Compoſe the Daubts of Our:Caafcience, is to 
de Corterted: with thoſe «Probable, and 
Mori. Hvidences, that Things are Capable 
of, and to ſuſpect the Megality of Nothing, 
but what Lies under a Poſitiue Prohibition, 
either from the inconteſtable ations 
of Reaſon, or the Expreſs Words of Fri 
ture; according to that Rule of the 
in a Caſe of the ſame Nature, which may 
be a Standing Direction to Us in all others, 
I know, and am perſwaded (days He) Er 
the Lord Jeſus, ibat there is nothing Un- 
clean of it ſelf : but to him that Eſteemeth 
any thing to be Unclean, to him it is Un- 
end Rom. Ne + 1 Sn ui eld Inet 
1 Niet 0 802 
1e . Secondly, To: niet: a e Con. 
— And in this Caſe, I think, there is 
often more need: of a Bbylliamn, than a Com 
feſſor; for the Bouy (as I ſald before) 18 
Generally more out of Order, than the Sι 
| For thoſe Graundleſs Majapprebenſion, Mi 
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gi dig Jealoufies, and muginary Fears, that 
uſually: Diſturb its Repoſe, are many times, 
not ſo much the Refſul/s'of. Neaſon, as. the 
Natural Effects of Vupors, and Melunc holly; 
and hat are to be Cd, rather by a Cunpo. 
real, than a Mental Application: If they 
are not Prejudicial to the Healih of the One, 
they can ſcarce ect that of the Other; and 
Deſerve, in Some Caſes,to be. Aaſmer d with 
Neglect, and Contempt. However, it is the 
Dury of ſuch Perſons, whoſe 7/7 Scruples pro- 
ceed from the Ignoranuce of, or \MiStakes in, 
the Knowledge of the Means of Salvation; 
or from the terrible Dread of GoD's Fudg- 
ments, and the Conſciouſneſs of their Own 
Manifold Iniguities to have Recourſe to 
thoſe Spiritual Guides only, whom Chrisi, 
and hi Church has ſet over 2 to Watch 
For Their Souls ; that from Them they may 
Receive Sound Z7/tru@ionin their Faith, Fa- 
therly Advice in their Conduct, and GA . 
Conſolation in their Troubles. And let all ſuch 
Perſons reſt aſſur d, that the Nuine of their 
Souls, will as inevitably follow, as the De- 
gruction of their Bodies, if at any time they 
Preſume to Truſt the Stute of either, with 
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. Lug d elt an Repontbrir Ted n. 
ſeience.” In Norder to which this Hl 
muſt be Obſekv d That the Q oma 
ahnen che Ne of any thing, "tha 
from its being B/entrially Good," or Bid 
rent, render it Aocideni ally, and Reladil 
Zuil, to the Perſon ſo Erring in his Concep- 
7ions.” But O83 the contrary, no-Miſappre- 
Benton of the © Conſcience, can render any 
thing that is Evil, or Mlegal, in ir ſelf, mw 
ways Good, or Valid. Fo a Man may 
Bound" by his FO in the One Ca/e 1 
can abode oy; Ju/tify himſelf, or A er the 
Unchangeable, 7 eri ck! Nature of 
Things? in the other. It is a moſt Wretched, 
Unhappy, and $/av//b Condition to Follow 
an Hronecus Guide; for which way ſbe ver 
We take, either With, or aint, This 
Erring Conſcience, We are Coneluded under 
an Unavoidable Neceſjity of Sinning for if 
We Obes its Commands, We Ngie Our 
Duty; and üf We Doe Our Duty, We: mn 
again Our Judgment: And tho" it may 
ſeem - /afe/} to Tranſgre/s upon the Side of 
Conſcience, For the Minu of J hut, can 
never be 2 Plex For Ln bee ons! 
What a Ruta Dilemma tocsthe-Deyil; and 
2 ra 's' /Owt1i: Fu bring Him into in-thi 
3169 Caſe! 
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Cafe! He caſts a lumhblig Bloch vnd a Rock 
of Offence before Himſelf, which He.cannot 
F Ha > and iSp/3/F/ngs: upon. 80 
: do ſdme Men Haften themſelves 
with their Own Notions andilay ſueh Chains, 
and Bardens upon their Con/ciencds,.as they 
are not Able to bear. | There is but Oue 
Way to get out of this Heli Snare, and 
that is e Brea #beſe Bands, and cat #he/e 
Cords from Us: To Examine throughly 
Our Printiples, and to Rectiß Our Jack. 
ments; to Diveſt Our Selves of Internes, 
Prejudice; and Mfection; to keep the Upper 
Regian of the Soul, Clear, and Serene, nei- 
hat Cleuded by Lu, nor Diſcompos'd with 
the Heats of Rae for theſe . fail 
to Hupiſy, and Beſot the Mind, and will 
in time, not only make the Conſcienctł Inſen- 
ſihle, but (in the Hlegant Language of the 
Scripture.) Sear it with a Red. hot Iron." To 
prevent Whieh Lamentable Condition, We 
ok frequently Nerire into Our Selvęs, ato 
State, and Adjn/? the Grear abcountitthe- 
twixt GOD and Our Souls; that no Crime 
may pals Unretracted, no Slip Unab/erud, 
prong nn Unvarreited, e en 
n/ubdurd: Thus We. ſhtall Nreſorve/a 
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leaſt 1 2 of. Vos, will Alarm, and 
uſe ids Fueulties; that no Tempratioh 
mud ie, nd 2 entice it in 
Guilt- Siwee it is Each Berra into, 
and DiffcattlyReclaim'd df an Bron; 
We rannet with too ſevere Circumſpection 
Mauch over all its Morbnse, Obey. all its 
Checks, and Revere its Verdi and n. 
tence. Which Labour however, will be 
Amply Rewarded with the Bliſsful, and Re- 
joicing Teſlimony of a good Conſcience, that 

in Simplicity, and Godly Sincerity, not with 
Fle/ſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, 

We have ſo had Our Converſation in this 
FYorld, that Our Conver/ation will be always 

( what it has bin in ſome Meaſure here too) 

in Heaven. Upon this Depends all the 
Tranquillity, Peace, and Enjoyment of his 

= Lye; as well as the Happineſs of the Nexz. 
_ For the Reviling Clamours, and Upbraiding 
Reproaches of a Wounded Spirit who can 
Bear? When that which ſhou'd /u/7ain a 
Man's Infirmities, is it ſelf Broken and Con- 
founded, what can Support him, thus Be- 
reav d of his Lat Comfort, and left Deſti- 
tute of the very Pillar, and Bottom that 
He muſt Sand upon? He muſt Inevitably 
Sine, that thus Fails in the Foundation. Fo 
much 
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much is it Our Interest, as well as Dusty. 
We ever think to Bear up a the Cala. 
wities of This Moria, or go with Satisfaction 
into the Net, and Nanfuly meet Death in 
its moſt Ghaſtly Viſage, herein continually 
to Exenciſæ Our Selves, to:keep.a Conſcience 


void fence towards God and towards 
Men. "* ö 5 | F 1.1% 154 but 1 | 
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